
 
24th March 2020 
 
Dear parents and whanau, 
 
Thank you for your support and kind words during the turbulent times we have all experienced 
recently, and in the lead up to the government’s announcement of school closures.  My thoughts 
and best wishes are with you all as you now make the necessary arrangements for your families 
and homes.  
 
During the last week or so we have been working hard at school to prepare for school closure, 
and to plan the best possible distance learning programmes for students. We are well placed for 
this to happen at Alfriston School and we are confident that students will take on this new way of 
learning with ease.  Teachers are well prepared to lead learning programmes for your children 
in this way, and despite the circumstances, are excited about the opportunities for growth and 
discovery.  
 
Yesterday we were advised that school holidays will now commence on Monday 30th March 
and finish on Tuesday 14th April.  Your child’s teacher will email you over the next day or two 
with some ideas and links to learning and activities that your child may wish to access during 
the holiday break.  The Ministry of Education has released an excellent resource: 
https://www.learningfromhome.govt.nz/ and 
https://www.kauwhatareo.govt.nz/ki-te-ao-marama/ 
 
Alfriston School planned distance learning programmes will commence on Wednesday 15th 
April.  It is expected that all children will engage in their learning programmes daily.  Teachers 
will be marking an electronic attendance register, and will be available for learning contact 
during the hours of 9.00am to 3.00pm. Children would be expected to engage in their online 
learning for between 1-3 hours daily.  Your child’s teacher will email you on Tuesday 14th April, 
explaining how your children can access their learning programmes, along with guidelines for 
how children can effectively connect with their teacher during learning time. 
 
The school will continue to send out communications over the next four weeks, with reminders 
of key dates and any new information for schools, as it comes to hand.  
The new school website is an excellent way to access up to date information: 
www.alfriston.school.nz  If you have not as yet downloaded our new school app, please do so 
as information across the website is also accessible on the app.  

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=0a661fa3c2&e=3b9f7d6858
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=953e842c4c&e=3b9f7d6858
http://www.alfriston.school.nz/


 
For now, I encourage you all to stay as connected as you can and to be kind to one another at 
this most challenging time.  Take care everyone. 
 
Michelle McCarty 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


