
 

  
 

Newsletter Date: 20.3.20                                        Issue: 6 

 

Hello from the Principal 
 
What extraordinary times we are all experiencing!  As a school we can’t speak from 
a place of expert knowledge about the response to COVID-19.  We can however 
work to the advice of our Ministries of Education and Health who, in turn, are 
consulting daily with a worldwide group of medical and scientific experts. The advice 
we receive reflects their best thinking about how we, in schools, respond. 
 
At school we are all looking after our whanau. Right now, our students need the 
routine and structure of schooling.  
We continue to ask students and staff who are unwell to stay at home, and remind 
everyone of the need for good hygiene. 
What we encourage everyone to do is to be kind to one another, to reach out to one 
another when needed, and to reassure everyone that we will get through this great 
challenge. 
 

Our school is well prepared should we have a COVID-19 case in our school 
community. We have been planning for this and are in a position to respond 
quickly. 

● As soon as a case is confirmed in our immediate community(e.g. a 
student, staff member, or member of their household), the Medical 
Officer of Health and Ministry of Education will inform me about this, 
and we will work together to get quick and clear messaging out to you 

● If there was a case confirmed of someone in our school, we will likely 
be asked to close temporarily by the Medical Officer of Health. This will 
allow time for close contacts to be traced, appropriate testing to be 
undertaken, and a careful clean of the school to be undertaken 

● If our school does need to close temporarily, we have a plan in place 
to support student’s learning 

● We know COVID-19 feels scary, and of course people are concerned 
for the wellbeing of our children. Please be assured that with no case 
confirmed in our school, your children are safe here 

● Good hygiene is a priority at our school, and we are reinforcing this 
regularly with all students and staff. We know that practicing good 
hygiene is still the best thing we can all do to prevent illness 

● We are getting the most up to date advice and guidance so that we 
can confidently make informed decisions about the safety and 
wellbeing of our school community 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 
EOTC Week, Y3&4 
(on site activities as 

advised) 
Week 8, 23-27 March 

 
Last day of Term 1  

Thursday 9 April 
2.45pm 

 
Welcome to our new 

students 
 

Shyla Pratap 
Luke Buttle 
Bria Sitzer 

Ayrtom Yashin 
Annabelle Coughlin 

Joel Scheepers 
Upraj Singh 

Brayden Hubers 
 

 
Pita Pit lunch dates 

Wed 25th Mar 
Wed 8th Apr 

 
2020 TERM DATES: 

 
TERM 1 

Monday 3 February - 
Thursday 9 April 

 
TERM 2 

Tuesday 28 April - Friday 3 
July 

 

 



 

Absence Notification 
Please continue to advise the school office if your child is away for any reason.  If 
there is no absence reason notified to the office, students will be marked as truant. 
Email: office@alfriston.school.nz or use the school app to phone or message the 
school. 
 

Year 3 and 4 swimming sports 
The Middle School swimming sports were held last week. It was a great day with 
many successes to celebrate. We had wonderful support from our parents and 
families who came to cheer us along.  
It has been pleasing to see so much progress made, at all levels, with swimming 
this term. 
To view some of the highlights of our swimming sports, please go to this link. 

 
Junior School breakfast 
The junior team very much enjoyed their breakfast and pyjama day on Wednesday. 
I was particularly impressed with the superb manners that our students displayed, 
whilst enjoying their cornflakes, weetbix and toast!  Thank you to Mrs Ashby, Mrs 
Scott, Mrs Lockett, Miss Groome and Ms Baxter for planning a quality experience 
where students were able to practise their self management and independence 
skills. Thanks also to student leaders Avah Sila, Blair Cornwell and Aidan Platts and 
to parent helpers Julie Burke and Kirsten McGhie. Please see the insert below for a 
great summary of the day. 
 
Media Team 
At Alfriston School, we have many student 
leadership roles. One of these teams is the 
Media Team, who work diligently to capture 
real-time memories of all major school 
events, to share with the community. Their 
role includes capturing and creating 
videos/slideshows/photos/reporting. You will 
see many examples of their hard work in the 
eNews today. 
 
Farewell 
We wish teacher aide Mrs Sandy Hartley a very happy retirement as she moves 
north with her family. Mrs Hartley’s last day at Alfriston School is Friday 27th March. 
Thank you Sandy for everything you have done for Alfriston School. You will be 
missed by us all, and most importantly remembered by our students for your belief 
in what they can achieve, and your kind and gentle approach. 
 

We wish everyone a happy weekend. Remember to care for yourself and your 
families, and reach out in appropriate ways to others, who may need your 

reassurance or assistance. 
 

Nga Tui He Waiata  
Every tui has a song 

 
Michelle McCarty 
PRINCIPAL 
principal@alfriston.school.nz 

TERM 3 
Monday 20 July - Friday 25 

September 
 

TERM 4 
Monday 12 October - 

Tuesday 15  December 
 

Teacher Only Days 2020 
Friday 29th May 

Friday 13th November 
 

 
 
Alfriston School website 

www.alfriston.school.nz  
 

School office: 
Ph: 09 2667845 

office@alfriston.school.nz 
 

Administration: 
admin@alfriston.school.nz 

 
Accounts: 

accounts@alfriston.school.nz  
 

School hours: 
 

All students to be at school 
by 8.30am each day to 

prepare for their school day. 
 

8.45am:   
Learning starts  

 
10.40am - 11.00am:  
Morning tea break 

 
12.30pm - 1.30pm:  

Lunch break 
 

2.45pm:   
School finishes 

 
We ask that the 

playgrounds are cleared by 
3.00pm for After School 

Care patrons.  
 

Second-Hand Uniforms 
are available from the 

Boiler Shed.  

 

mailto:office@alfriston.school.nz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwtfKLr7be4&feature=youtu.be
mailto:principal@alfriston.school.nz
http://www.alfriston.school.nz/
mailto:office@alfriston.school.nz
mailto:admin@alfriston.school.nz
mailto:accounts@alfriston.school.nz


 

 
Policy Review 
SchoolDocs host Alfriston School’s set of school policies. We invite you to visit the 
site at http://alfriston.schooldocs.co.nz/  
Username: alfriston Password: alfriston 
Parents are invited to read the following policy, and provide feedback. 
 

1. Recognition of Cultural Diversity 
Instructions on how to provide feedback: 

1. Enter the username (alfriston) and password (alfriston). 
2. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed (Recognition of Cultural 

Diversity) 
3. Read the policy 
4. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 
5. Select the reviewer type "Parent". 
6. Enter your name (optional). 
7. Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed 
copies of the policy and a review form. 

 
School Uniform Review 
Alfriston School is seeking valued feedback from parents to inform our school 
uniform review process. We invite parents to email: office@alfriston.school.nz.  
The review process is open until Friday 3rd April.  

 
Junior Breakfast 

We had such a great time for our Junior 
Pyjama Breakfast/Sport day this week, as 
part of the EOTC programme!  The 
children stepped up at school and 
showed how to manage themselves in 
serving their own breakfast, washing and 
drying their dishes, getting dressed and 
brushing their teeth. They had some 
great conversations with each other 
during breakfast time, as well as 
encouraging and helping their team 
during our games time, showing they can 
relate to others and contribute and work 
as part of a team. The Junior Teachers are 
very proud of all the children and what 
they were able to achieve.  Our Junior 
children are well on their way to 
becoming great independent people. 
To view some of the highlights of our 
Junior Breakfast, please go to this link. 
 
 

 

(Behind the Alfriston 
Community Hall, adjacent to 

the school) 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

2.30pm - 3.00pm. 
 

PTA Contact  
Adam Thompson: 

pta@alfriston.school.nz  
 
 

 

http://alfriston.schooldocs.co.nz/
mailto:office@alfriston.school.nz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bV9Q4iTq3LA
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Staff Profiles 
 

Hello! My name is Jennifer Groom and 

I am excited to start my teaching 

career being part of Alfriston School 

and its community this year.  

 

Over the summer I have been able to 

spend my time exploring our beautiful 

country. I have been to places such 

as Te Anau, Matarangi, Mangawhai, 

Te Arai and Queenstown (where I 

had the BEST cookie time 

milkshake!).  

I have a love for the outdoors, 

physical education and visual arts. I 

am teaching year 1 & 2 students in 

Room 3.  

 

I am looking forward to seeing my 

students blossom over the year as we 

embark on our learning journey 

together.  

“Children are not things to be 

molded, but are people to be 

unfolded.” 

 
 

 

My name is Rachel Bellve. I am new to 

Alfriston School this year and you’ll 

find me in Rom 9 with Yr 5-6. I have 

worked at Reremoana School for the 

past 12 years.  I live in Wattle Downs 

with my husband and my two young 

children- Hannah and Ronan. I enjoy 

the outdoors, especially spending 

time at the beach with my family and 

friends. I love going to concerts, 

theatre shows and participating in all 

things celebratory. I’m excited to be 

part of the Alfriston School 

community and being part of the 

senior team. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Sports News 
Student Sport News 

 

Counties Swimming Results 
Counties Swimming 
Two weeks ago some of our most talented swimmers took part in the 
Counties Swimming Championships. They competed confidently and proudly, 
and all of them made the finals in their races. A huge congratulations to 
Jordan for making it through to the Auckland Champs in the 50m Butterfly. 
We wish you the best of luck and can't wait to hear how you go. 

 
Here are the results: 
Jordan 2nd Butterfly 

Reefe 4th in 50m Freestyle 
Jessie 6th in 50m Freestyle 
Ursula 6th in 50m Freestyle 
Avah 7th in 50m Freestyle 

Isabella 8th in 50m Breaststroke 

 

Tag Tournament - Oceania U12 
 
We would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Boston Nau on his 
outstanding performance at the 
Oceania U12 Tag Tournament. He 
played for the Cook Islands team and 
they won the tournament. We are very 
proud of you Boston! 
 
 

 

 



 

WPC (William Pike Challenge) 
 

On Thursday 17th March we set off on our first William Pike Challenge. We drove to 
Westhaven Marina and we learnt all about how to stay safe around the water. There 
were five different activities that we got to experience and we all had a lot of fun. We 
did boating, how to stay warm in cold waters, how to move a group of people in the 
water to safety, how to rescue someone, kayaking and paddle boarding. We learnt so 
many new skills and had a really fun day. Thanks to the parents that came along on the 
day. 
 
To view a video of our day, please go to this link. 

 
Year 5 and 6 Camp 
Senior School Camp was a huge success this year, and students have gained so much from 
their three days away at Willow Park.  Special thanks to our wonderful staff: Mrs Claire 
Galvin, Mrs Rachel Bellve, Mrs Clare Moss, Mrs Karla Johnson and Mrs Sarina Davies for 
their thorough planning and delivery of the EOTC curriculum.  As well, we could not provide 
a quality away camp experience for students, without the generous support and expertise of 
the parents who helped. A big thank you to: Teola Hogan, Ranveer Kaur, Michael Munu, 
Derek Brown, Kirsten Summers, Ocean Liu, Rebecca Norrish, Katie Blackwell, Stace Hall, 
Carlye Rees and Hema Milik. 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL EOTC 
WILLOW PARK CAMP 2020 

 
WATCH THE CAMP VIDEO HERE 

 

From the students 

Dear Diary… 

“We learnt how to build a tent and how to cook when we are at camp (in the bush).  I 
found out that I could make pretty good milo!” 

Seerat  Kaur 

“...then I did Archery, which was my 
favourite thing!...Today has been a 

blast!” 
Sophie Robinson 

“...the best part of the day was the skits 
and the disco was cool, I called Mrs 

Davies, DJ Davies.” 
Kyle Paniora 

“...biking was so much fun but hard.” 
Mannat Singh 

“...I really enjoyed the Dinner, all the 
meals were great!” 

Sophie Norrish 

“...we had to wait forever to get on the 
bus!” 

Violette Chapman 

“Next was Archery, learning how to shoot 
the arrow was tricky.” 

Harmeet Kaur 

 

POST CARDS #getnzwriting 
Please read some of our postcards that will be sent to other students in NZ 

schools. 
We have told them a little bit about our camp experience! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Swgp5fqPkzc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfwcpEpBg_8


 

  

  

 
 

CAMP PHOTOS FOR FAMILIES 
 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW CAMP PHOTOS BY KIRSTEN SYDSBURY  
Thank you Kirsten for capturing the mood at camp through the lens of 

your camera 
 

 
Refunds for postponed school events 
A communication will be sent to families early next week, advising how to request a               
refund for postponed EOTC events. We thank you for your patience. 

 
Pita Pit lunches 
At this stage Pit Pit lunches will continue for Term 1, on 25th March and 8th April. It 
is expected that future dates for Term 2, 3 and 4 will automatically appear on Kindo, 
throughout the year. Orders need to be placed by 9am on the day of the event. 
Lunches will be delivered to your child's class at lunch time by the formal committee.  
 
Easily order and pay for your order using your 'myKindo' family account. MyKindo is 
a payment portal for a variety of services at our school. To get started, 'create 
account' or log in to your existing myKindo account and add a member or student. 
You will receive a confirmation email each time you make an order/top-up on Kindo. 
If you haven’t received an order confirmation email, your order is not complete. 
 
The Intermediate team would like to thank you for your support with this fundraiser. 
If you have any questions please contact Samantha Welch at 
swelch@alfriston.school.nz 
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Traffic and Parking at Alfriston School 
 
To help ensure safe school community traffic movements to and from school, please             
ensure you drive with care and park legally. Please note the following: 
 
Alfriston Road 

● No parking on the kerb or across driveways outside the school or            
neighbouring properties 

● The only vehicles permitted in the parking bay behind ‘kiss and go’ are those              
intending to park. No through access for any other vehicles. 

● Vehicles using ‘kiss and go’ should move to the front of the bay to enable               
queued cars on Alfriston Road to pull in safely 

● Parents are not permitted vehicle access to the staff carpark 
● Please use the footpath when entering the school on Alfriston Road and do             

not cut across the carpark, as this is unsafe 
 

Mill Road 
● No parking on yellow lines  
● No parking in bus stops 
● No parking in mobility carparks unless displaying a mobility pass in order to             

collect students who require mobility assistance 
 

Please do not be offended if members of staff offer reminders or make 
requests of drivers to ensure students and their families are safe. 

  

 

 

Facebook Page 

 
 

 
 

Have you found & ‘Liked’ our school Facebook page? 

Alfriston School App 
 

The Alfriston School App has a range of 
information to keep you informed and 
up-to-date with any important notices. 

Use this App to report absences, find the 
latest newsletters, staff contact 

information, Alfriston Parent Calendar and 
links to learning websites.  

 
THE ALFRISTON SCHOOL APP IS 

AVAILABLE THROUGH APP STORES 
NOW!  

 

 


