
 

22nd April 2020 

Dear parents/caregivers and whanau 

As you know the Government has announced that we are moving to alert Level 3 next week, 
and schools will reopen on Wednesday 29th April.  The opening of schools is specifically for 
children who need to be at school, not for those who can continue to work on their distance 
learning programmes under adult supervision at home, as they are now.  

Every child able to learn from home enables the school to work with reduced numbers and 
therefore supports the school’s capacity to implement the strict levels of health and safety 
measures required, including physical distancing. 

Alfriston School needs to establish a Level 3 student roll that details those expected to attend 
and those learning from home.  It is essential that the school has certainty about who is 
returning to school and who is learning from home.  We need a firm commitment one way or the 
other, so that we can establish the planning needed to open and operate our school safely, and 
in ways that comply with the Government’s requirements for schools at Level 3. 

Registration is required before 12.00pm Friday 24th April 

If you require the school to supervise your child on site, while they engage in distance learning, 
you will need to tell us in advance.  Please read the information below and if you will be sending 
your child to school for distance learning supervision, you will need to  REGISTER HERE. 

What Does School Look Like in Level 3? 

Key points 

● The only students who will be attending school are students whose parents require 
someone to supervise their children, while they engage in distance learning. These 
students need to be at school because there is no supervision for them at home. 

● Parents will need to inform the school in advance if their child is coming to school, so 
that the school can plan adequately for strict health and safety measures, have robust 
contact registers, allocate staff to distance learning supervision and contact parents if 
non-attendance. 

● Parents are asked to keep sick children at home. If a sick child comes to school, they 
will be sent home. 

● All teaching will be done through the distance learning programme, as it is now. 
● Students who are at school for distance learning supervision will continue with the 

same learning programmes as now. There will be no teaching happening at school, 
only supervision of distance learning programmes. 

● Students must bring their own lunch and a water bottle, there will be no sharing of 
food. 

https://forms.gle/4corWMx8Mk5iTGvy5


● Hand sanitiser will be available, however it is advisable for students to bring their own 
hand sanitising equipment. 

● Students must bring their own device. 
● Students will be kept in small ‘bubbles’. These will be small groups limited to ten 

persons (including the teacher). 
● Students will stay in their allocated bubble all day in the classroom and during any 

breaks. There will be no contact across bubbles. Break times will be staggered for 
bubble groups. 

● Students will sit in the same seat each day for contact tracing purposes. 
● There will be minor first aid provisions, but no sick bay capability. If a child requires 

sick bay treatment, they will need to be sent home. 
● The number of students at the school will dictate how many ‘bubbles’ will be required. 
● Each bubble will have designated arrival at school, and departure from school times.  
● During breaks, students must stay 2m from other students and cannot leave their 

bubble.  There will be no ball games or any activities that could allow transfer of the 
virus. The school playgrounds will be closed under Alert Level 3. 

● There will be no equipment available for outdoor or indoor play, or equipment for 
Physical Education classes. 

● There will be staff allocated to each bubble. Only those teachers will be involved in 
supervising the distance learning for those students in that bubble group. Students 
may not be in their normal classroom or with their normal teacher, as numbers and 
family groups will determine the make-up of a bubble or group. 

● Social distancing will be maintained – indoors 1m distance, outdoors 2m. 
● Each bubble will be allocated an entry and exit point to the school to minimise the 

number of students entering at the same place. 

As you can see, schooling under Level 3 is not in any way what we are used to. We greatly 
appreciate your support as we prepare to open, and operationalise the robust health and safety 
measures required.  I acknowledge our Ministry of Education who has been working at pace for 
an extended period of time to provide information and support to us. 

I will keep you updated of any further information on school opening, as it comes to hand.  

Anzac Day observed and Teacher Only Day 

This year Anzac Day falls on a Saturday and therefore Monday 27th is observed as Anzac Day 
public holiday. There will be no distance learning programmes for students on Monday 27th 
April, or on Tuesday 28th April when a Teacher Only Day is planned. 

Please don’t hesitate to email me with any queries or concerns: principal@alfriston.school.nz 

Distance Learning model 

I extend my thanks to teachers and parents for their feedback to date on the initial delivery of 
distance learning programmes.  Based on your constructive and valued feedback, we are 
pleased to share with you the Alfriston School distance learning model. We hope this provides 
further clarity on what distance learning means to us all, teachers, parents and students. 
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