
 
9th April 2020 
 
Dear parents, caregivers and whanau, 
 
I trust you are all doing well in the present circumstances and it has been especially good to 
hear from families with how they are managing at home during lockdown.  We are constantly 
reminded of the need to stay connected and I have seen and heard many fine examples over 
the past weeks. Thank you to you all for your efforts to stay connected with friends, family and 
school. 
 
Students and families will have another opportunity to connect with teachers, and each other, 
when we open for distance learning on Wednesday 15th April. 
I want to ensure families have the information they need to begin school on Wednesday. I will 
outline today in a broader sense the Alfriston School distance learning approach, and teachers 
will send a further communication on Tuesday 14th April with specific details for your child and 
their learning.  
 
I hope the following information will be helpful as you and your child prepare: 
 

1. Please be kind to yourself as you consider and get organised for your child’s distance 
learning programme. Parents are not expected to be teachers.  Programmes of learning 
have been designed so that students can do most of the work themselves. It is best that 
students raise questions with their teacher in the first instance if they are unsure of what 
to do.  As parents you will want to help your child to do their best. However many of you 
are working from home and have your own commitments, so it is best that once your 
child is organised for learning that you keep a healthy distance, and step in only when 
necessary. Remember to offer your child words of encouragement, and avoid worrying 
where you can.  
 

2. You will know how essential it is that we keep wellbeing as a focus, and therefore 
wellbeing takes priority over learning programmes. There will be many references to 
wellbeing in your child’s distance learning programmes. You will know when it is best 
that your child takes a break from their distance learning.  If your child is unwell, please 
email your child’s teacher. 
 

3. Teachers know that not every day is likely to be the same for your child, that some 
devices are being shared in homes, and that from time to time, each family has unique 
circumstances which will take priority over learning.  



 
4. As a general guideline, we expect that students will undertake one to three hours of 

online learning with their teacher, Monday to Friday. Teachers will ensure that students 
will have plenty of independent learning outside of planned teaching sessions.  
 

5. Teachers have arranged daily online teaching sessions to meet the needs of families 
who are sharing one device at home: 
Junior (Year 1-2) and Senior (Year 5-6) students, 9 - 10.30am 
Middle (Year 3-4) and Intermediate (Year 7-8) students, 10.30 - 12.00pm 
 

6. Check that the device that your child has Zoom installed capability.  Your child should 
not create their own Zoom account, or use their parent’s account.  Teachers will use the 
school’s account to invite students to any Zoom sessions.  As a security measure, 
teachers will not accept an invitation from a student or family for a Zoom meeting. 
Instead all communications from home to a teacher must please be via email.  
 

7. Home learning television will screen from Wednesday 15th April.  This is another useful 
resource for students and parents who are awaiting the delivery of a device, or as a 
supplementary resource to their Alfriston School distance learning programme.  
Papa Kāinga TV,  TVNZ,  will run from 9am to 3pm on school days on TVNZ2+1 and 
Sky channel 502.  Some lessons will also be available on TVNZ on demand.  There will 
be content for parents and families with preschool children, and lessons for those aged 
5-15 years will cover a broad curriculum that includes movement, music, physical 
education, wellbeing, numeracy, literacy and science through an integrated approach to 
the curriculum.  

 
Thank you 
Thank you to all families for checking your school communications often.  I know this newsletter 
contains a lot of information, and I appreciate that you may have further questions.  It is likely 
that those questions will be answered in the email communication that you will receive from your 
child’s teacher on Tuesday 14th April, therefore please wait for that email.  
 
Once again, please try not to worry too much about distance learning. This is a new 
environment for us all and I am very confident that as a school we are well placed for the 
coming weeks.  Please know that as a team we are ready to support your child through this new 
way of learning, and are excited about the opportunities for growth and discovery as we work in 
partnership with you, for the best outcomes for your child. 
 
On behalf of all staff I wish you all a very Happy Easter and “staycation”.  Stay safe and well 
everyone. 
 
Michelle McCarty 
PRINCIPAL 


