
 

 
1st May 2020 
 
Dear parents, caregivers and whanau, 
 
For the first time since lockdown, I am writing to you from school!  On returning to school to prepare for Alert Level 3, I was so pleased to see that Alfriston 
School was in such good condition after such a long time and that, despite the number of weeks that nobody had been here, the lawns were surprisingly short. 
Maybe the rabbits have been helping Mr Perry to keep the lawns mowed! 
The return to school under Alert Level 3 has been an interesting one indeed.  It seemed as if we were starting up a new school and in fact the Alert Level 3 
approach has meant that school is operating quite differently to the norm.  I am working with a small but amazing team of teachers and support staff to take 
care of those students who have no option for care at home under Alert Level 3.  Thank you all for your ongoing support of our Alfriston School families and 
teaching staff.  I also want to thank you all for supporting your children with distance learning. 
 
Please remember that you are doing extraordinary work, and it is so very important that you are kind to yourselves: 

● Wellbeing takes priority over learning programmes  
● You know when it is best that your child takes a break from their distance learning 
● Not every day is the same - some days will be better than others and that is ok 
● We have seen some excellent examples of learning that is not related to distance learning programmes - right now children are learning a lot about 

themselves and their world, which is entirely appropriate  
 
As a team we are here to support you and your child, please don’t hesitate to be in touch with your child’s teacher, or myself with any queries or concerns.  
 

A very Happy Birthday to the following students who have had birthdays during lockdown and since beginning distance learning: 
Billy McEwen, Jessica Nguyen, Chase Wilkinson, Boston Nau, Elim Chen, Stella Hutton, Muriaroha Goodfellow-Yorke, Kameron Wang, Yugam Bajaj, 

Khalia Donohue, Kartheeka Kanchupati, Sienna Chapman, Ryna Sharma, Bella Liu, Kunjal Naidu, Ava Roos, Ravneet Kaur, Malakai Reid, Ekamjot Singh, 
Oliver Shi, Seerat Kaur, James Montgomerie, Jacob Innes, Natasha Chung, Rylie Corse-Scott, Vanshika Bains, Smyan Patlori, Eleanor Montgomerie,  

Tishan Hawke and Jaya Rees 



 
 
 
 

We welcome the following students who have turned five and have started Alfriston School with distance learning: 
Shelby Davies, Araan Bali, Kyle Kernohan  

 

We are excited to announce  Alfriston’s Got Talent- DL (yes it could well be the deluxe model).  We know many students (and teachers) 
will be keen to give one or more of the challenges a go.  We are looking forward to awarding house points and announcing them on Friday 8th May, next 
week!  Please check with your child that they have seen the challenges via this newsletter, or via their Alfriston Distance Learning folder.  See the link below. 
This will be a regular weekly feature for the coming weeks. 
 
Stay safe, stay home and have a very happy weekend. 
 

 
 
 
Michelle McCarty 
PRINCIPAL 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Alfriston’s Got Talent- Distance Learning Version - Friday 1st May  
 
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to complete one of this week’s challenges! Choose one - the one that 
interests you the most and get creative! Once completed, add your own submissions to the Alfriston Challenge folder  
on Google Docs HERE 
All entries should be submitted by 3pm Thursday 7th May.  20 house points awarded for every entry, and 50 house points for highly 
commended/winning entries.  Please tell us which house to award points to.   
 

Visual Arts Challenge 
                        Cartooning chaos! 

 
 

Watch Stu Duval cartooning link and then let your 
cartoon creativity loose!  Draw your own cartoon 
and add your own creative flavour to it. 

 
Remember to add your name and your school 
house.   

                  Sports Challenge 
                           Are you READY? 

 
What has been your best lockdown 

exercise session? 
● Jump Jam, Go noodle, Yoga, Family fun 
● Or a home designed obstacle course. 

 
Take a video of you and/or your family during their session and upload it 
to your Seesaw account and name it ‘Sports Challenge’. 

 
Literacy Challenge 

The Bird’s Eye View! 
 
Imagine that a tui has landed on the tree 
outside your window at home. Write from the 
tui’s ‘birds eye view’ - what does the bird see? You can write using 
any genre - be creative! A letter from the tui to you… a diary from 
the tui’s busy day around your garden… a set of instructions on 
how to fly like a bird… write a letter to the Prime Minister 
reporting on how awesome your family is being during Level 3… the 
possibilities are endless!  

 
Performing Arts Challenge 

Lights… camera… action!  
 
Calling all performers - here is the 
challenge for you. Get your camera out and 
video yourself performing your favourite 
song - singing, dancing. Or come up with a 
fun script and have your toys or family act 
it out. Grab your whole family, sit in the 
car and record yourselves lip syncing to a 
favourite song - home carpool Karaoke style! 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1K0IxKHg1G9CRuLg5ZjuX5LRUafbFCnX9
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1k5W5nxizR3thZrNQfIVkgzl_zO_tLMg930euaKPNGX4/edit#slide=id.g76e6013fb4_0_0

