
 
1st July 2020 
 
Dear parents, caregivers and whanau, 
 
Thank you parents for your valued responses to the recent Alert Level 1 procedures survey. 
Your feedback has helped to inform our review process.  
 
Morning procedure 
Students demonstrate high levels of independence and self management when they walk into 
school independently. Levels of play and social interaction continue to be significant, with many 
students now connecting with a wider peer group. Enjoying an extended period of play and 
social engagement before school has, without doubt, enabled students to experience an 
excellent start to their school day and these are just some of the benefits to students. Similar 
parent feedback and positive commentary has led to a decision to keep our successful morning 
procedures, where students walk into school independently.(Except for parents of newly 
enrolled students).  
We wish to clarify that teachers are outside with students, either at the school gates or in the 
playgrounds until 8.30am (weather permitting) when classrooms open. Most students elect to 
remain outdoors until school starts at 8.45am. 
 
We are mindful that a small number of parents have indicated a preference to come on site 
before school, because the afternoon is not suitable. We will therefore offer Whanau Friday 
dates each term, where parents can, if they wish, walk in with their child and visit the classroom 
in the morning.  Those Whanau Friday dates will be advised in further school communications, 
as will parent assembly dates. 
 
Afternoon procedure 
We have asked parents who are wishing to come on site to collect their child from class, to 
please use the Mill Road carpark. Parent feedback shows overwhelming support for this 
procedure and we confirm the use of the Mill Road gate for parking and walking into school in 
the afternoons.  We kindly ask parents who are on site in the afternoons to wait until their 
children are dismissed at 2.45pm before taking them home. 
 
Alfriston Road Kiss and Go 
A high percentage of parents have indicated their preference to keep the Kiss and Go zone as it 
is now. This is helping to minimise traffic congestion, as cars can enter Kiss and Go for a quick 



drop off in the mornings, or pick up in the afternoon. We encourage parents using this zone to 
please use either of the two drive through lanes (one in front of the fence, and one directly 
behind the fence). When using Kiss and Go in the afternoons, please proceed directly to the 
front of the lanes, and do not get out of your car. Staff will walk students out to meet you. 
 
Staggered pick up times from Alfriston Road Kiss and Go 
A high percentage of parents have indicated their preference to continue with a 2.30pm pick up 
time from the Alfriston Road Kiss and Go.  We will continue with this option, with the view to 
revisiting any issues or challenges as they arise.  If you would like to collect your child at 
2.30pm from the Alfriston Road Kiss and Go, and you haven’t already done so, please email 
your child’s teacher to let them know.  
 
Traffic and roading challenges 
Thank you for considering our unique school location and subsequent traffic and roading 
challenges, and sending through your constructive comments and suggestions.  
We are in consultation with Auckland Transport and the Ministry of Education, and I will forward 
your responses to them.  We encourage parents and school community members to also 
contact info@at.govt.nz or 09 355 3553 with any concerns or complaints. If reporting bad driver 
behaviour or unsafe driving practices, please try to obtain number plate, time of day and any 
vehicle signage before notifying the authorities: *555, NZ Police Roadwatch, or Auckland 
Transport. (See above). 
 
As we reach the end of Term 2, I sincerely thank our school community for your kind support of 
Alfriston School particularly during lockdown and subsequent Alert Levels. We have very much 
appreciated hearing from you throughout, and working with you for the best outcomes for our 
students. Remember to be kind to self, and kind to others, as wellbeing remains a priority for 
everyone.  
 
Our final school communication for the term will be on Friday, via the e-news. 
On behalf of us all at Alfriston School, I wish you all a very happy and well deserved holiday 
break. 
 
 
Michelle McCarty 
PRINCIPAL 
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